KAI LUNG'S GOLDEN HOURS

When Kai Lung returned he found that the other
had added to their store a double handful of dates,
some snuff and a little jar of oil. As they ate
together the stranger thus disclosed his mind:

" The times are doubtful and it behoves each to
guard himself. In the north the banners of the
{Spreading Lotus' and the ' Avenging Knife' are
already raised and pressing nearer every day,
while the signs and passwords are so widely flung
that every man speaks slowly with a double tongue.
Lately there have been siloings and other forms of
vigorous justice no further distant than Loo-chow,
and now the Mandarin Shan Tien comes to Yu-ping
to flatten any signs of discontent. The occupation
of this person is that of a maker of sandals and
coverings for the head, but very soon there will be
more wooden feet required than leather sandal's
in Yu-ping, and artificial ears will be greater in
demand than hats. For this reason he has got
together all his goods, sold the more burdensome,
and now ventures on an untried way."

" Prosperity attend your goings. Yet, as one
who has set his face towards Yu-ping, is it not
possible for an ordinary person of simple life and
unassuming aims to escape persecution under this
same Shan Tien ? "

" Of the Mandarin himself those who know speak
with vague lips. What is done is done by the press-
ing hand of one Ming-shu, who takes down his
spoken word; of whom it is truly said that he has
little resemblance to a man and still less to an
angel"

"Yet," protested the story-teller hopefully, "it is
wisely written,c He who never opens his mouth in
strife can always close his eyes in peace/"
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